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processing chambers through said transfer chamber and for 
carrying out said substrates having been processed to said 
cassette mounted at said position; 

one atmospheric transfer apparatus for transferring 
said substrates to be processed or said substrates having been 
processed between said cassette mounted at said position and 
said load lock chamber and said unload lock chamber; and 

gate valves provided respectively at an atmospheric 
side and a vacuum side of said load lock chamber and said 
unload lock chamber and for opening and closing at every 
carry-in and carry-out time, one-by-one of said substrates to 
be processed or said substrates having been processed so as to 
change over said load lock chamber or said unload lock chamber 
in an atmospheric atmosphere or a vacuum atmosphere , 

wherein the transfer method comprises: 

carrying in and carrying out said substrates to be 
processed or said substrates having been processed, one-by- 
one, between said load lock chamber or said unload lock 
chamber in the atmospheric atmosphere and said cassette 
mounted at said position. 

REMARKS 

The concurrently filed "Petition to Withdraw Prom Issue 
Based On 37 CFR §1 . 313 (c) (2) '■ , and also concurrently filed 
Request for Continued Examination Transmittal, are noted. 
Note that the Request for Continued Examination Transmittal 
requests not only entry of the present amendments, but also 
entry of the amendments set forth in the "Further Amendment 
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